
Too Much Beauty 
 

The Love I Seek   1 
I Awaken to This Brevity   2 

These Outside Things of Wonder and Beauty   3 
The Desire of the Habitually Homeless   4 

Something of a Third   5 
The Mosquito Night   6 

The Crunch Under Foot   7 
No Boat on a Sea of Love   8 

Stuck on an Elevator with Too Much Beauty   9 
The Wind Bends Things   10 

We Tie Our Wings to the Trees   11 
Someone Else’s Words   12 

Where We So Gracefully Go   13 
In the Glare of Our Astonishment   14 

The Leviathan 15 
Escaping Gravity   16 

The Empty Hedonism of Distance   17 
The Temporal Savior of My Eternity   18 

The Wind in the Trees   19 
The Constant Indifference of Wonder   20 
The Commotion of Intangible Love   21 
The Dancing Girls of the Buddha   22 

The Ruling Classes of the Soul   23 
The Peace that has no Biography   24 

The Congestion of Eternity   25 
I Wince at Invincible Injuries   26 

Becoming Someone Made Real 27 
A Fearless Naked Constancy   28 

In the Quiet Windless Aftermath   29 
The Impromptu Guest   30 

Riding the Trees in Morgan Park   31 
Our Fathers Before Us   32 

Crossing Paths on the Prairie   33 
We Drove into Kansas   34 

A Whisper in the Cacophony   35 
The Parody of Peace   36 
Handwriting the Mist   37 
The Fabric of Love   38 



 2 

 
The Good of Useless Prayers   39 

Ordinary Drawings of Ordinary Objects   40 
Sweet Deceit   41 

In the Circle of My Narrowing Eye   42 
I Speak of a Landscape   43 

The Second Day in Heaven   44 
Between Small Dark Towns in Illinois   45 

The Old Dairy Building   46 
The Moment of Chancy Death   47 

A Small Bird Perched in a Bare Tree   48 
On the Mesa of America   49 

The Calm That Caused It   50 
The Dogs of the Desert   51 

The Grace of Another’s Need   52 
The Autobiography of Blood   53 

The Calendar of Creation   54 
The Praise of Present Joy   55 
The Roar of the Ant Lion   56 

Pulling the Heads Off Grasshoppers   57 
My Brother Runs Near a Sunny Beach   58 

Nostrils Flare in the Vigorous Air   59 
The Joy of Being Seen   60 
A Rocky Outcropping   61 

Caverns of Delicate Intricacy   62 
In Simple Grace   63 

Beauty Accumulates to Calamity   64 
The One Who’s Left When Everyone Leaves   65 

Never Only a Life   66 
I Wipe My Eyes With Words   67 

The Frightened Lover   68 
The Dancer   69 

The Eyes of Its Own Arrival   70 
Pollock Was a Painter   71 
The Others of Love   72 

A Long Flatbed Truck   73 
A Passing Paradise in an Endless Sea    74 

The Fine Point of the Soul   75 
Dance Across Montana   76 

The Easy Escape from Nirvana   77 



 3 

 
The Ascent of the Descent   78 

The Taste of Such a Delight   79 
The Wu Li Heart   80 

Jesus Laughed   81 
Persona Manqué   82 

Deep Blue Spills in a Light Blue Sky   83 
The Seas Keep Themselves Separate   84 

A Softly Ruined Face   85 
Pictures of Home   86 

The Privilege of Passion   87 
Another Man Taught by Another Man   88 

A Habit of My Hands   89 
When the Greatest Actor Died   90 
With Tender Flesh the Avenue   91 

A Cry in the Cells   92 
Bowling Lessons   93 

The Old Sailor Baby   94 
The History of the Body   95 

No Idea Where to Put Her Petals   96 
The Play of Self-Delighting Pains   97 

Ordinary Ecstasy   98 
The Music of the Blooded Air   99 
You Should Save the World   100 

As Rough Hewn as We Make It   101 
The Laughing Policeman   102 
Chased from Fear to Fire   103 
His Once African Face   104 

Twenty Years in Silence   105 
A Greater Being in an Uncertain Reality   106 

The Detective in the Hotel of Incidental Melodies   107 
Down By the Banks of the River   108 

Kicked Back to Sand   109 
Cradled in the Arms of Not Knowing   110 

So Often Away in Paradise   111 
The Pearl   112 
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